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Number of times streets sprinkled with bichloride solution 3 

Number of sewers flushed 6 

Notices served to correct plumbing 82 

Number of plumbing nuisances undergoing correction 27 

Number of rat-poison boards rebaited 30 

Monthly statement of inspection of the Chinese district of San Fran- 
cisco, Col., March, 1903. 

[Summary of reports to the Surgeon-General.] 

Population of Chinatown, 15,000 (estimated). 

Deaths during the month, 49 (1 Japanese), 2 by violence; for the 
same month of 1902, 48 (2 by violence). 

Annual death rate per thousand for the month, 37.56, as compared 
to 37.56 for the month of March, 1902. 

Causes of death. 

Valvular disease 3, cardiac dilatation 2, chronic myocarditis 1, 
catarrhal pneumonia 1, acute broncho-pneumonia 1, appendicitis 2, 
pulmonary phthisis 9, pulmonary tuberculosis 11, diphtheria 1, plague 
1, spinal meningitis 1, endocarditis 3, carcinoma uteri 1, general peri- 
tonitis 1, syphilis 1, hypertrophy liver 1, hypertrophy heart 1, emphy- 
sema 1, abscess lung 1, cirrhosis liver 1, chronic interstitial nephritis 
1, chronic diffuse nephritis 1, acute pleuritis 1, sarcoma liver 1. 

Statement of the inspection of buildings. 

Buildings inspected 397 

Buildings reinspeeted Ill 

Rooms inspected 3, 094 

Persons inspected 3, 380 

Morbidity reports. 
Sick inspected 162 

Sick seen and prescribed for at the Oriental Dispensary 40 

Report of the bacteriological examination of rats. 

Bats caught alive and deliverd at laboratory 142 

Bats found dead and delivered at laboratory 31 

Bats showing lesions of phosphorus poisoning 21 

Rats showing plague infection 

Total number of rats examined 173 

Necropsy report. 

Bodies necropsied 17 

Number showing plague infection 1 

Number passed without necropsy 31 

Disinfection. 

Places disinfected with carbolic-acid solution 1, 040 

Places disinfected with chloride of lime 713 



April 24, 1903 594: 

Bubonic plague and plague-infected rats. 

One fatal case of plague occurred during the month at 520 Dupont 
street, in the Japanese quarter. The case, a Japanese woman, was not 
seen alive by our inspectors, but was reported to the board of health 
by a white physician who had been called in consultation by the Japa- 
nese doctor during the night. His patient died before morning. A 
house-to-house inspection of this district was at once ordered and 
carried out by our force of inspectors. Disinfectors followed them 
closely, using carbolic-acid solution and chloride of lime unsparingly. 
Care was taken also, in regard to the destruction of rats in the vicinity. 
Of the number of rats microscopically examined in the laboratory, none 
have shown plague infection. As an evidence of the efficacy of the 
poison used numbers of dead rats have been found. In one instance a 
batch of 22 was found in a sewer in which a plentiful supply of poison 
had been placed. 

Inspection. 

Our system of inspection has been steadily maintained throughout 
the Chinese and Japanese districts, and has shown better results, for 
the number of sick found, than ever before. This increase in the 
number of sick seen materially lessens the number of necropsies, inas- 
much as all fatal cases not regarded as suspicious of plague during 
life are passed upon identification of the body. 

To prevent the concealment of the sick, some of the larger lodging 
houses have been covered in the following manner: Two inspectors 
with their interpreters begin work at the same time, one commencing 
in the basement and the other on the top floor. All rooms are entered 
if possible. Those found locked, the tenant being away at work, are 
carefully marked for the guidance of the inspector who comes on duty 
at night. 

Radical measures. 

The board of health, working with the board of public works, com- 
menced March 30 a vigorous assault against the maintenance of cer- 
tain insanitary structures in Chinatown. Eear areas, alleys, and 
courts, which were originally intended to admit sunlight and air, have 
been gradually encroached upon until many of them are now entirely 
choked up by small wooden structures built on the sides of the houses 
from the top floor to basement. As a rule, these board shacks inclose 
water-closets, kitchens, and sleeping bunks, in many of which the 
plumbing is defective, their floors and roofs supporting accumulations 
of every conceivable sort of debris and filth. It is the purpose of the 
board of health, unless enjoined by the courts, to demolish all these 
"excrescences" and afterwards to lime- wash the walls from roof to 
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basement. In the work already accomplished President Casey, accom- 
panied by Health Officer O'Bi-ien and Chief Sanitary Inspector Hass- 
ler, personally directed a gang of laborers in their operations. 

It is gratifying to all concerned that no case of plague has occurred 
among the Chinese population since December 11, 1902, and it is 
hoped that the vigorous measures for the eradication of the disease 
which have been enforced, and are still being enforced, will continue 
to show such good results. 

Rupert Blue, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

A. H. Glennan, 
Surgeon, Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service. 

Statistical report of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and 

monthly. 

California — Oakland. — Month of March, 1 903. Estimated popula- 
tion, 83,000. Total number of deaths, 102, including diphtheria 5, 
enteric fever 1, whooping cough 1, and 6 from tuberculosis. 

Connecticut. — Reports to the State board of health for the month 
of March, 1903, from 166 towns having an aggregate census popula- 
tion of 907,049 show a total of 1,421 deaths, including diphtheria 27; 
enteric fever 18, measles 16, scarlet fever 17, whooping cough 30, 
and 130 from tuberculosis. 

Illinois — Evanston. — Month of March, 1903. Census population, 
19,259. Total number of deaths not reported; 3 deaths from enteric 
fever and 1 death from tuberculosis. 

Indiana. — The monthly statistics of the State board of health show 
there were 2,959 deaths in March, a rate of 13.8. In the correspond- 
ing month of last year the rate was 14.2. Deaths from important 
causes were: Pulmonary tuberculosis 384, other forms of tuberculosis 
48, enteric fever 55, diphtheria 25, scarlet fever 11, measles 7, whoop- 
ing cough 24, pneumonia 402, diarrheal diseases 21, cerebro-spinal 
meningitis 18, influenza 88, puerperal fever 11, cancer 92, violence 
120, smallpox 28. As compared with the corresponding month of last 
year an increase appears in influenza and violence. In all other dis- 
eases there is a decrease. Of the total deaths, 438, or 15.8 per cent, 
were under 1 year of age and 797, or 28.8 per cent, were 65 years and 
over. 

Morbidity: The order of disease prevalence was as follows: Influ- 
enza, smallpox, rheumatism, bronchitis, pneumonia, tonsilitis, scarlet 
fever, pleuritis, measles, enteric fever, whooping cough, intermittent 



